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When Germany Lost the War.

No man knows exactly when amd
where the three and twenty allles
will win the war, but all men know
when and where Germany lost it It
was four years ago this morniag, at
a point pear Gemmenich, a vilinge
southwest of Alx-la-Chapelle. It was
then and there that the first gray
uniform crossed the frontier from
Germany into Belglum,

An hour before and It wns not too
late for Germany to win the war, or
at least to lose 1. with honor. An
hour afterward, and Germany was
doomed. What has befallen her slnce
fhat 4th of August, what will be-
fall her In the future, were prede-
termined from the fatal instant of
that summer morning when the first
German soldier trod where FPrussin
had promised he should never go.
There 15 not a Germun killed to-dny
in the flight to the Vesle whose fate
was not written at Gemmenich.

It was not merely that the inva-
slon of a land guaranteed perpetual
neutrality brought Great Britaln into
the fight nnd turned Into a world war
what Germany had hoped would be a
small, swift and easy campaign, Tt
was the exposure of Germany her-
gelf. Know of her what we may to-
day, we thought of her otherwise
four years ngo yesterday. She had
thrown about herself a mantle which
hid the sword and the thick, studded
boots. She worked at sclence and
played, In n grotesque wny, at art
She sang and thumped the plano.
She cleaned her streets and washed
her children's faces, Many persons
in America and England belleved that
ghe was efficlent and that her very
verhoten slgns were gulides to the
ideal life. Even as the Kalser re-
viewed his armies he babbled of pence;
peace, to belleve him, was the first
object of his life.

Gemmenich showed us that what
we thought was a fat, moral ludy
playing the plano was really a bes-
tial mmle Prussian, a coward as well
as o llar and A pervert. We do not
know of any writer who has con-
densed the proof of Germany’s fulse-
hood and cowardlce Into go few words
ns Vox Beranwass-Horrweo, who, as
Chancellor of the emplre, spoke as
follows o the Relchstag four years
ago this afternoon:

“Gentlemen, we Area now acting in
pelf-defence, Necossity knows mno law.
Our troops have occupled Luxemburg
and have possibly already entered on
Belgian soll. [The speaker knew that
the {nvasion had begun.]

"Gentlamen, that |!s & breach of In-
ternational law,

“*The French Government has notifled
Brussels that 1t would respect Belglan
neutrality as long as the adversary re-
spected 1. But we know that France
stood ready for an !nvasion. France
could walt, we ¢ould not. A French In-
waslon on our flank and ths lower Rhine
might have bLeen dimastrous. Thus we
were forced to ignore the rightful pro-
tests of the Governments of Luxemburg
and Belglum. The Injustice—T1 speak
openly—tha Injustice we thersby com-
mit we will try to makes good aa socon
aa our military alms have been attained,
He who i menaced as we are and Ia
fighting for his all can only conalder
the one and best way to strike.”

There stood the great German Em-
pire, Intensively tralned In the arts
of war for forty years, pleading cow-
ardlee In extenuafipn of her broken
word. “France could walt, we could
not!" A brave man, Brrauaxs.
Horrwrg, unless he knew before he
ppoke that the whole natlon had sunk
to the Immoral level of the cownrds
who Invaded Delginm because they
feared thut on o fulr fleld France
would have henten them! Tt I= curl:
ous that In the whole recorid of Ger-
man stadecraft 1o the war the Chan-
cellor's confesslon of his empire's
degradation stands out almost like a
clean thing.

The Chuneellor ¢Id not degelve the
people excepl ln his lmplieation that
France would have struck through

Belglum If Germany had not, He
Al pot decelve himself, elther. He
knew the cownrdice of Germany, It

in probuble that he belleved, ns the
Junkers belleved, that England, too,
wns a cownril, Prince Licnxowsky
had told them the truth about Eng-
Innd, but they bl not helleved, In
ihe yenrs of Rultar they hid forgot-
tw what honor was ke, They chose

to credit the storles that England
was torn with dissenslons, threatened
with rebellion in Ireland and Indla,
nervous from lanbor troubles, nnd not
only pbysienlly unprepared for war
but mentally and morally unfit for
wir, Even the telegram of Sir Ep-
wanp Guey, communlented on the iny
of Belglim's Invasion to the Germon
Government by the Britlsh Ambns-
spador ot Berlln, did not dispel the
Muslon abont Great Britaln:

“In view of the fact that Germany
declined 1o give the same AXSUrANCS re-
specting Helglum as France gave last
weok In reply to our request made
simultansounly at Berlin and Parls, we
must repeat that request and ask that
a matisfactory reply to It and to my
telegram of this morning ba recelved
here by 12 o'clock to-night. 1f not, you
are Instruoted to ask for your passporis
and to say that his Majesty'as Govern-
ment fesl bound to take all steps In
thelr power to uphold the neutrality of
Belglum and the observance of a treaty
to which Germany Is as much a partly
as ourselves.”

Even that memorable document,
we say, did not convince Germuny
that common honor still lived across
the Chuannel. The Forelgn Sdere
tary, Vox Jacow, a mere tool of the
Kalser, took It mechanienlly ; but Vox
NBerumaxx-Morrwea added (o the
sum of German cownrdice. Brave ns
he bad Iwen in the Relchstog, he
whimperal 1o Blr Eowagp Goscurs
when he =aw that “12 o'clock 1o
nlght™ on paper.  This nccount of the
conversalion s Goscues's, but the
German Chancellor Inter confirmed
the Englishman’s version:

“I found the Chancellarwery ngitaied
His ExefMency at onco began a ha-
rangue which lasted for about twenty
minutes, He =ald that the step taken
by his Majesty's Government was ter-
rible to w degree; Just for a word—
‘neutrality,’ a word which In war time
had a0 often been disregarded— just for
a scrap of paper Great Britaln was go-
Ing to make war on A kindred nation
who desired nothing better than to be
frienda with her."

When he added thar it wns o mat-
ter of “life and death” to Germany o
advance throngh Belgium, the British
Ambnssndor replled that it wns “a
mutter of Hfe and death for the lonor
of Great Britain that she should keep
her solld engagement to do her ut-
most to defend Belgium’s neatrality
If nttacked,”  Her utmost!  Aye, she
haos done It!

A last gasp from the German Chan-
cellor:  “But at what price will that
compnet bhnve been kept?  Ias the
British Government thought of that?"
Sir Epwakp Gescnes  replled  that
“fenr of consequences could hardly
be regumded as un excuse for brenk-
ing solemn engongements,” but these
words were lost. The German Chan-
eellor bl nbandonsd himself to the
contemplation of the truth; that
morning Germany had been henten
when o soldler stepped across a Hine.
Iow long the decislon might be In
dispute s Bernsass-Horuwea  could
not know, but he must hgve known
that, cheating, Germany had loaded
the dice at the wrong slde. If she
hnd struck fulrly at France England
would have had to stand by, neutral.
The sens would be open to Germany.
If Franee hod violnted Relglnm's neu-
tralliy —ns Germany professed to Les
Heve she Intended to do—Englaml
would have attacked France, keeping
the pledge made In the Treaty of
London, But now, because England
welghed n promise nnd not the price
of keepiug It, there could be no swift
stroke at lone Franee, no duash egst-
ward to subdue Itussin, To-day,
when Germany sees how ripe Russia
was then for revolutlon, the remem-
brance of that 4th of August must be
the bitterest drop In the deep cup of
her regret.

The items at which we have glanged
were not all or even the most {m-
portant acts of Germany's dawning
tragedy. It was not merely that she
revealed herself to the world, but
that she revealed herself to herself.
The moving plctuore of Kultur, of
fuke ldealism, of humaneness, which
she had unrecled before our charita-
ble eyes was stopped, and stopped
forever, The film, exposed momen-
tarily to the flame of truth, exploded
and left on the screen the hideous
pletare of Germany as ehie was, No
more sham for a naoked natlon. In
went the unmasked Prussian to out-
ruge and murder, to bind and burn.
Rape, siavery and torture came forth
from the caves of luhibitlon. When a
Government violated the word of the
world, why should the Indlvidual
check lis passiong?  All the world,
at first unbelleving, watched the pro-
cesslon of borror, and then, agninst
its wishes, against all the Ingrnined
falth that the long years had stored
within the bumnan breast, the world
saw that it was dealing with nothlng
less thiin @ monster.

England’'s duy, this? Yes, and a
glorfons nnniversary for her, She
has Indecd kept her “solld engage-
ment to do her utmost.” In a mill-
ion gruves are men of the British
Empire who did not conslder the
price at which the compact would be
kept. Thelr llves for a scrap of pa-
per—and welcome! When we think
that we are winning the war—and
nohody denles that it 1s Amerlcan
men and food and ships and guns
that are winning It now—let us look
hack to the 4th of August, 1014, and
remember what natlon It was that
stood between the beast and his prey,
scorning all his false offers of kind-
ness to Delglum, his promises not to
robh France, and his hypoeritienl ery
of “kindred nntlon” to the England
he really hinted,

But It I8 not alone England's day.
It Is the day of the opening of the
worlil's eves to the criminality of
Prussin. 1t is the anniversary of
Germuny's loss of the war. We—

America, France, England, Italy and
the rest of us—wlll win It, but Ger-
many lost it herself with the one
stroke at Gemmenich. She belleved
It n masterplece of cunning. It wos
the foul thrust of a coward and the
deliberate mistake of a fool.

Eighteen to Forty-nve.

Senntor CHAMUERLAIN'S announce-
ment that the Secretary of War will
recommend that the draft oges be
made from 18 to 45, and that bllls
embodying the Important change will
be Introduced in Congress at once,
Indicates that at last an Imporiant
and much debaled question Is to be
settled, nnd In o sensible way.

The announcement colncldes with
the report of the Presldent’s conver-
slon to the belief that youths between
18 and 21 should have mllitary tralo-
Ing. Perhaps he has been convinced,
us are most military men, and as
Secretary Baxken ls, that the young
men just below votlng age are won-
derful fightlng materinl. THe Sux
hos held that view for o long time,
and has advocated lowering the nge
to tnke these young men in,

The conseription lnw, as originally
drawn, cnlled for the services of men
hetween 10 and 26. That Is the renl
“over the top” age, althongh some
men preserve the splrit much longer.
Congress,  after  much  dlecussion,
cliose the ages of 21 and 31, but dis-
cussion did not end with that decl
slon,  Never hus a subject before
Congress drawn forth such a variety
of oplolon.  All durlng June the Sen-
nte rung with argument on a topic
thut Interests almost every houselioll.
Tt geemed us if every Senntor had n
theory of his own,

Mnking the uges 18 and 47 1s sensl-
ble heennuse It creates an elastic plan.
It will pdd to the army o great num-
ber of young men winder 21, These
nre for the most part strong, willlme
and unmarried. They have not yet
become Important parts of 1the In-
dustrinl world; thelr places In busi-
ness ean easily be filled by mididle
aged men or by women. They will
he more easlly trained, more quickly
amenable to diselpline, than are the
older men,

Making the superior age 45 will be
of benefit to lodustry o certaln wavs.
There are many unmarried men -
tween 31 and 45—men without (e
pendents—who enn easily be spared
from their occupations, By taking
these men Into the army America will
put off the dny, perhaps forever,
when It will be necessary (o draft
men under 31 who have dependents,
And that day would soon be here If
the reports are true that, under (he
present «draft law, the stream of men
golng Into the army will begin to
diminish In November. Perhaps this
19 the reason why Congress has de-
clded not to walt until September to
renew the discussion, but to act now,

The avernge man over 40 may be
of little use ns a solidler In the field,
but he I8 well ndapted for the less
strenuous tnsks In the service of sup-
ply, and the service of supply may
menn France or Arlzonn.

The recommendatlons of Seeretary
Bagen are broad enough to nssure
Amerlen o big army, aml this coun-
try Is not In the moml to pat o Himit
on the size of our forees. We noed
an army of n certain size—the size
that s blg enough to whip Germany.

The Loyalty of Our Dependencles.

Manila has voted n mwonument ol
a memorial tablet to Toosmas Crar.
pro, the first native to dle with the
Amerlean forces in Frunee. This rec-
ognition of his death as an American
soldler |18 an evidenee of the depth
of feellng In the Phillppines and the
islanders’ unswerving falthfulness to
the pledge of support to the Govern-
ment that they made when the United
Stntes entered the struggle,

The Fillpinos early announced thelr
loyally to the United States, They
were prompted to this mot only by a
sense of gratitude to this country but
by an Inherent fear and abhorrence of
Germany. They had seen the Ger-
mans exercise thelr bonsted superlor-
ity in dominating and oppressing the
mtives of German colonles of the
East. They knew of German barbarl-
tles in South Afrien; and there was
not a leader in all the archipelago
who had not heard of the Kalser's or-
ders to his troops sent on the punl-
tive expedition to China, “Use your
wenpons so that for a thousand years
no Chinese will dare to look upon a
Germnn askance,” They contrasted
this treatment with the conslderation
that they had recelved from the
Unlted States. When the news was
racelved In Manlla of Amerlea's en-
try into the war 50,000 persons an-
swered the eall sponinneously asnd
marched to the resldence of the Gov-
ernor-General and cheered the repre-
sentntive of Amerlcan nuthborlity,

Maxver L. Quenzon, first President
of the Phillppine BSenate, came to
Washington to tender n division of
Flllplno troops for war eervice.
“Brery province, every dlistrict, every
munlelpality,” he sald, “recorded Its
desire to ald In all possihle ways the
preparations to take a real part in the
war." Amopg the first to offer thelr
service were members of the Fillplno
Veterans Association, men who had
served under the Fllipino flag and
had fought In the revolts against the
Unlted Btates Government. The
whole Nntlonal Guard of the island,
numbering about 25,000 men, volun-
teered for Federal service, and many
of the tribesmeén who had served in
the scout or constabulary organlies-
tions clamored for a chance to take
an actlve part In the war, There wap
no officdal publle statement of how
large a force was taken from the
Philippines, but the action of the elty
of Manlla shows that the Islands had
an opportunity to prove the sincerity
of thelr offer.

Not the Fllipinos alone have shown
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their loyalty to this Government.
Porto Rieo has provided almost 13-
000 men and many officers, besldes
subseribing liberally to the Red Cross
and $3,000000 to the Liberty Loan
bonds, Hawnll was called upon to
supply 2,408 men for (he army of
gunrds and responded at onee with
5,000 volunteers. The Islunds’ allot-
ment for the Liberty Loans wis $3,-
000,000, They subscribed $8,500,000,
In addition to these contributione, all
the Islands owing alleglunce to the
United States have glven men to the
navy, In which they are making ad-
mirable records,

it Is n magnificent testimonial to
the system of government which the
United States has exerclsed In her
dependencles that there hias not been
in any of them a single discordant
note during the war. Instend there
has been the highest sense of sup-
port and loyalty. This 1s the more
gratifying Lecnuse we were solemnly
warned, by no commentutors maore
solemnly than by those of German
extraction, that we could never learn
to govern colonies, and that our nm-
bitlon to win the hearts and cultlvate
the mimds of our wards, Ingtend of
merely exploiting thelr lands amd
Inhor, was destined to costly andd
humilinting disappolntment,

Courtesy In the Publie Service.

In the elrenlar letter of Instroction
sent fo the employees ider his Jurls-
diction hy A, H, Sy, the reglonn)
director of rallrodds, the men are 1e-
miided thar the aholition of competl-
tlon does not relleve them from the
obllgation to be courteous, aml they
are further lustructed that:

“Perhapas in part this conditlon [of
inattentiveness to passengers and oth-
ers) also s due to & mistaken feeling
that the Government is In & sanse par-
amount to tha public, especially In time
of war, and hence that thers Is no oc-
caslon for soMcitude an to the public
aAtritulde

Thiz warning hag not cgme too soon,
though the conditions which have
calied 1t forth do not exdst on all rall-
ronds, It Is an  lustroctive  faet
that on the lines whose managers,
while they were In private conteol,
In=lsted] on politeness from employees
as part of thelr serviee to the publie,
the tradition of manners <till
persists and Inflnences the employees
i thelr attitude toward travellers,
But on romds on which manners were
biul befors the Government took them
over there has been a noticeahble ten-
dency toward even less conslderate
whavior than has been customary on
the part of thelr workers, Mr, Ssimn
reminds the men that Director-Gen-
ernl McApoo wants to maintaln not
only an adequate service, but a com-
fortnble service, and:

ool

“An essential part of adequate and
eomfortable service is conslderate and
courteous treatment, the saving of every
Individeal from wunnecessary hardship
and discourtesy"™

It {5 unfortunately a fact that many
Government employees (o not display
ordinary pollteness In thelr dealings
with the publie. Thelr bureaucratic
brnsqueness Is notorlous. Trainmen
and ticket cellers should avald it ; and
It Postmaster.General Boweesox 18
wise he will aet at once to prevent s
introduetion among the telephone and
telegraph operntors who have enme
unier his charge,

The new Clty Hall cupola, having
refused to all in the celebration of
both Fourth of July and Bastile Day,
has been Induced to shed the upper
half of its scafMolding n honor of this
anniversary of the day on which Eng-
land taught Germany a lesson in the
sacredness of treaties.

A careful study of recent writings by
Qerman military experts reveals these
Muminating detalls of Prussian strat-
egy: The Kalser's soldlers retreated
in order to Improve their lines; they
were forced to retreat because traltor;
ous German prisoners had [nformed
General Focu of the Crown Frince's
plans; they are not retreating: they
are retreating because thelr advance
proved the Altes could be driven back;
they abandoned the Marne because |t
Is nothing but a river, after all, with
a8 much territory on one slde as on the
other; they withdrew across the Marne
because they discovered that there
were no Americans on {ts banks; they
retired becauss the Americana did not
know when they were licked; they
fell back because an advance {s a mere
"geographlcal conception”; Puaris 18
where it can be taken at will, and
they don't want Parls,

The Hon. J. HAMPTON Moone, Repre-
sentative In the Congress from Phil-
adelphia, will have his joke no matter
how serious the matter concerned. His
proposal to the Ways and Means Com-
mittea ta write into the new revenue
bill & tax of $3 a bale on cotton easily
lands him at the head of the class of
Congressional humorists,

THE QUISTCONCK.

A Philologer Holds the Name Appro-
priate for & Hun Ship.

To Tue BEoiton oF Tue Bun—Sir: 1t
Is well to call ships by names which
smack of the soll of America, and many
Indian names are euphonious and ap-
propriate for ship names, and it may
be interesting for the ship's company
to know that the etymological signifi-
cance of thelr ship's name is the habi-
tation of the animal *“which your
prophet the Nazurite drove the devil
Inte,”” but *Quistconck,” meaning *the
place for hogs,” would seem to be a
name Dbetter sulted for m ship of the
enemy, WiLLian 8, WmreEneiD,

New Yore, August 3.

The Rendezvous.
A small pink soldier blithely cames
To get into ths mighty game
And leave hiw mark upon the sams,

He cams from happy Nowhers Land,
A country from whose magic strand
All mortal 11 |8 saver banned.

Ah, what a contrast greets his eyes,
Here battle, grief and ssurifice
And pain! and death befors him lles,

Unhasding of our warld of sirife,

Unheeding of the sorrow rife,

He kopt his rendesvous with Life,
Mcelaxpsvnom Witson,

A DERELICT.

A man of many years, and old for
his years; a little above the average
nize, and shoulders broad but rounded,
bent. His clothes, evidently the cast
off garments of g man still larger, too
big for him and very old and shabby;
®uda tled around the bottoms of the
tronser laga to keep them from drag-
ging on the ground. ¥lannel shirt,
old hat, His earthly posseasions,
whatever they might be, In a small
bundle wrapped In a newspaper and
carried under his arm,

He walked slowly: so slowly he
scarcely more than kept mbving; he
mnade no exertion. Clearly he did no
work, and as the passersby looked at
him they wondered how he lived, how
and where he got hia food, and where
he slept at night.

And yet hoe was not forlorn. Rather
he was tranquil, quite tranquil, as he
barsly moved along, holding In his
teeth a corncob plpe, while stuck In
the lapel of his cont was a tiny me-
tallle Amerlean flag: this flag, worn
and rusty, ke his clothes, but still
showing its colors.

He was not a tramp,. He was loo
old for that. He lacked the latent en-
terprine and vigor that the tramp at
times may need. He was a derelict.
But his presence in this lovely park
showed him to be not Insensible to
the charma of nature; that corncob
pipe revealed clearly enough that he
was not dulled to other enjoyment,
and the battered little flag he wore
hetokened that there was still allve
within him the spark of patriotism.

A derellet, but one not perhaps
wholly beyond hope of ealving,

DR. HALE'S MAN WITHOUT
A COUNTRY.

The Purpose and Effect of an Immor-
tal Short Story.

Professnr Kdwin W. BRowen of Randolph.

Maran College in Sourh Atlantic Quarterly,

It 18 menifest, then, that Dr. Hule
y Wae recognies] a= A writer In request
when the civil wir broke out. The war,
however, sarved lo enhance his reputa-
tion as & writer, for It was during those
dark days that he wrote and published
in the Atlantie Monthly “"The Man With.
out a Country,” generally conceded his
finest and most popular short story.

1, am some critics have pointed out,
“My Double and How He Undid Me"
axserts the rights of the Individual, as-
suredly “The Man Without o Country™
#ota forth the clalme of soclety am the
paramount necessity The underlying
bawir of this Intter story had been used
before by Its muthor in “The Children
cf the DMublic,” whivh exhibits a more
deflinlte trentment of this same theeis
But that story did not make the unl-
versul appenl Dr. Hale desired. So he
studied out annther plot for a story
and the time of the appearance of this
story conspired to make It an Immedlate
and phenomenal success,

For **The Man Without a Country"
had i1ts !neeption In the dayvs of the
civil war and was designed to teach the
imperative demand of society that a
man should have a country and all that
the notion of patriotism Imyporis. The
offect of "“The Man Withem a Country™
upon the North, ut the time of its fNrst
publication when recrults wers coming
forward and rallving to the eslors quite
slowly, was thellling : for the story elec-
trifiad the young men of the land and
aent them by the thousands into the
army to the defence of thelr country,

Men did not stop to Inquire about the
arsumed facts of the story, nor did they
understand the motive that called the
story into belng. but accepted the story
at it face value, belleving It to be &
true narrative of Ristory. The author's
motive in writing this marvellous story,
us he informed the public yenrs after,
was to make his own “contribution,
Lowever humble. toward the formnation
of a just and true national sentiment, &
sentiment of love to the natlon®

The public, to he sure d1d not recog-
nize at the time that the story was an
extravagangy pressnted in o most simple
and realistle mannes, and written with
A most practical aim in view, As has
been remarked, tha story does not set
farth the true history of (ts hero, Philip
Nolan, who had gone to Texas and really
been shot by the Epaniards. With the
matter of the veracity of ths narrative
the public was, apparently, not con-
cerned ; It was concerned with the Im-
pression produced, which was not of fle-
tion. but of actual fact.

“The Man Without a Country™ was
forged in the fire of the civil war, and
Its appeal was Instant and universal
1t 1s an excellent piece of fiction and
deservedly ranks as ones of the best of
our American short stories. Dr. Hale

phimself wan of course very much grati-

fied at the cordial reception of the story
as mere Uterature, for It served to place
him among our foremost short story
writers, He afterward Included it In
his volume of storfes to which he gave
the odd title “'If, Yes and Perhapa’

RENTS IN NEW YORK.

Are the Increases Ordered by ihe
Landlord Justified?

To tug Enror oF THe Bux—=S8ir: In
it not time for the Government to take
some hand in the control of the situa-
tion arising from the deliberate ab-
normal Increases that have been Im-
posed upon thoss who réent apartments
in this city?

In many cases the Increase Is 50 per
cent.  All sorts of excuses are given,
auch aa the prices of operation, coal,
&c., but the fact remains that while
there wan a shortage of fusl last win-
ter., which by the way the tenants were
mads to suffér from without any com-
pensation by the landlords in the de-
ductions of rents. this can be obtained
at fairly reasonahble flgures at present.

The coat of operating the apartment
houses has been considerably reduced
by the discharge of a number of em-
ployees. It ls asserted that thelr places
cannot ba filled owing to the draft, but
whether this be true the fact remalns
that in the larger apartments doormen
have been Alspensed with, elevator boys
reduced in number, &c, all of which
must mean, even il some Increases of
wages be pald to those who remaln, &
considerable saving to the owneis.

Similarly storags warehouses, furni-
ture movers, &c., have taken advantuge
of the situation by increasing, and |n
some cases trebling, thelr charges.

In Great Britain & law was passed
in 1914 prohibiting any landlord ask-
ing an Increased rent over that which
wans pald prior to August, 1914, for
either housea or fats, Should not a
similar courss be adopted hers Imme-
diately so as to avold the suffering, in-
convenlence, &c., that many will have
to bear about October 17 H. G. A.

New Yonx, August 3,

Detall Overlookad,
Knleker—What do vou think of The new
subway T
Bocker—Naarly perfect;
barbed wire snlanglementis

it enly lacks

L)

THE BETTER SPEECH CLUB.

Some of the Everyday Outrages Upon
the Language.

Torne Borror or THo BUN—8ir: Whete
are tho Purc Speech Laagus of London
and the Cleaner Speech heague of Chi-
cAgo?  Alas, echo answers, Where? Al-
though the liven of most of the asso-
ciation® formed in the past for the Im-
provement of speech have been short,
let us hope that the recently founded
Better Speech Club will have a long
lease of life, for every effort made that
dJeads us away from the Il kempt,
sloppy and tatterdemalion unlovelineas
of workaday Engllah la deserving of
hearty support.

SBome of us mouth our sentences as
curs mouth  thelr bones. RBuch expres-
slons an “He done It “I seen I
“Them things' *“Tou wae'™ are heard
on every side. “Drank” and “drunk”
are vonstantly misused. “Like” |s &
frequent substitute for “as I8 and *'feel
badly™ Im used, apparently with maticus
loum care, when ‘“feel bad” Is better
English. Why do some of us use the Bcota
law term “proven” when one Invaria-
bly means to convey the sense of the
Tnglish word “proved"? Why employ
stich a form as “goes on to sny" when
“sayn' Im Jjust as good If not Infinitely
better? Why say “Mr, Brown went on
to say” when one means “Mr, Brown
continued”? Why In the world prefer
to talk of “fight'n""” and “ahoot'n'’" or
of “Ash'n’ " and “hunt'n’" when by
carefully enunciating the final gyllable
of these wordas one can overcome One
of the worse phases of slovenliness in
speech? The tian who trima his words
by Imperfect utterances and clips their
final syllables thereby tacitly admits
hin preferencs for the vulgar tongue

We have evidence on every aside that
thers la roam for lmprovement In the
present dny usage of Emglish speech,
not merely by citizens of allen birth, but
by men and women of American and
Hritish birth and breeding. We are
notoriously neglectful of our speech and
So much we scorn the crowd that If the

throng
chance go right

wWrong.

Good English |s leirned easlly and
rapidly by hearing It gpoken and by read-
ing it. To be good it does not always have
to conform to the rules codified by the
grammuarians, and it s not Imperatively
necesxary that jt should do so. One
who Is o master of languafe pays little
attentlon te these rules. Such a one
wns Willlam, Shakespeare. To him we
owe much that !s good In English and
Ittls that Is bad. Notwithatanding the
Intter fault, he had the happy knack
of writing in such a way that he was
commonly unilerstood. One example of
his frecdom from grammatical restraint
1% pregerved to us in the following words
which he placed in the mouth of a Duke,
They are taken from “As You Like IL™
act 11, scene 1—The Forest of Arden:
Here feel we tiut the penalty of Adam,
The peastns’ difference; as the fey fang
And churllsh chiding of the winters

wind,
Which, when
my body,
till 1 shrink with
and say,
This Is no Nattery ; these are counsellors
That feelingly persuade me what 1 am.

If the reader of these lines be a gram-
marian, let him make them conform
to the rules of his grammar without re-
surting to expliinations that this ¢r that
Is wanting., or that that was meant, If
he ¢mtl. No matter how sternly ane
may repress the misuse of Fnglisl, it
o lmposeitle 10 correet all the errors
that are sanctioned by the sxceptions
that prove the grammarian's rule, and
that are establighed by usage, bechuse
these are now so firmly fixed that they
have become accepted ldioms., To ac-
quire an accurate knowledga of these
It 15 necessary to malntain a continu-
ous right hand felendship with a desk
dlctionary, the practical value of wileh
Is Immaasurable,

A casunl or an Intimates knowledze of
the sclence of grammar s not Indis=-
pensabile to any one who would speak
English correctly, It 13 desirable, of
course, because through this knowledge
bne !a able to dissect speech and to ex-
plain the relations of words to ons an-
other, but It {8 nmot & mns qQua non.
Children, who never give a thought to
grammar before they speak, often speak
excellent English. That there are some
who will lll use thelr mother tongus
goes without saying. Evil communica-
tiona still corrupt good grammar in the
home or on the street, and they will
continue to do =o, notwithstanding all
the steps that may be taken Lo prevent
them from so doing,

By associating with persons who
mpeak correctly one learns almost Im-
perceptibly to do the same thing. By
ceading the best books, the master-
pleces of our tongue, one famillarizes
oneself with the forms that are accepted
an standards,

Much modern English that Is strictly
grammatical 8 starched FEnglish, eo
UM that it has lost 1ts inherent qual-
Ity, that plasticity which makes our
languagns ona of the eanlest Into which
to moyld thought. But stiffness is not
the only fault. There is, In addition to
this, a tendency to give to words values
that they do not command, To what
influences are we to trace the vlola-
tions done to word values nowadasys? Is
it due to tha contempt for classie learn-
ing that has manifested ltself In some
parta of the United States during the
last twenty years? Or ls It becausa the
world of leiters has been overrun by
hordes born to uss thes shovel cather
than the pen, who, In the worda of
T'ope, forget, when they knock, that
*there's nobody at home'

Improvement of speech If it In 10 be
effective must, like charity, begin In
the home; for the heme, not the news.
paper or ths book, not the achool or
college, 1s the true source of good Enk-
lish. ‘The others are the home's valued
alds In attalning perfect @letion,  Just
as It s In the homs Uiat speech pollu-
tion begins, it {s thers that it must be
checked, Fraxxk H. VizeTeLLr,

New Yo, August 3.

By we purpossly g

it bites and I}'Tnll upon

Even cold, 1 amile,

To tue EpiTor or TR SUN—Sir; In
my article In THE 8uN of August 1,
attempting to draw a living portralt
of the Hon, Danlel Magone, 1 have
committed a politlieal anachronlam that
is quite unpardonabls In & chronieler
but & rather venial sin for a portrait
painter, Mr. Willinm Loeb, Jr., ap-
pears in it to have owed his appointment
as Collector of Customs to President
Roosevelt, which Is, in spite of his well
known and valuablae service to that
virile American as private secretary
quits mside from the fact,

Mr. Losb's appointment cams from
President Taft, and his tearm of ofice
expired concurrently with that of Mr.
Taft as President.

Tuxw Sun will do me the favar to
make this publie correctlon as early as
posnible. It wil] save much ink and
posaibly some valuable space.

FiNDLAT BackerT,

NEw Tonk, August 8,

“RELIGION’S

BUSINESS IN THIS EPOCH
IS TO WIN THE WAR!”’

Pay More Attention to Herolsm and Less (o Spirituality, gy,
s Unitarian Weekly.

From the Ohrlstion Replator, Boston, Mass,

What is wrong with many of our
contemporaries of the so-called rellg-
jous press? Why do they not mightily
declars their passion to win the war?
We cannot escape the impression that
they have not quite satisfled them-
selves about Ita “spiritual” Integrity.
They certainly do not make its right-
eousness burn in thelr editorials and
news, They do not set out the lssue
forthright and downright. If they are
not slackers they are shrinkers, They
simply cannot stand up to the ordeal
with thelr sons and brothers “over
there.” It is too terrible,. What &
pity! The best they can make of it Is
that it |s the world's sorry way of set-
tling great {ssues. Thelr timorous ap-
proach to tha chronicle of battle, their
temporizing with those who may fairly
be called pacifists, thelr omisslon from
their columna of the grim but glorious
facts that are being achleved for their
security, amaze us and distress us.
They are falling Ingloriously in their
duty.

Featuring Y. M. C. A. huts and
printing the portraifs of denomina-
tional representatives among army
and navy chaplains, fellow editors,
doesn't touch the heart of this war
and our duty In it, Not at all. The
voldier |= winning this victory frst, not
the man of the Red Trlangle, nor yet
he of the Holy Crgss, The Aghting
man's Is the honor and the glory of
the gpiritual magnificence,
our ministries to him can accomplish
~and It is no little thing—is to pralse
his nobleness, comfort, hearten, and
cheer him. ©(ne gets the impression
from the pietistic fulsomeness of sun-
dry church papers that the chief op-
portunity of this war is to glorify re-
liglon, to tell the men about God, about
immortality, about the spiritual cre-
dentlals that must inhere In thelr
character and conduct, not as means
to victory, but as apologetics for the
falth,

Religion's business in this epoch ia
to win the war, The assumption seems
to be made that the religlous forces
have their meparate rights and func-
tions, We need a constant, heroic
word for the war from both Mr. Ray-
mond B. Fosdick and Mr. John R
Mott, They are reported as belng
Interested In getting clean recreations,
decent moral conditions and high re-
liglous influences for the men. Oce
caslonnlly, as in the article by Mr
Mott in this iasue, the proper theme is
dominant, but it is exceptional.

The only reason we give our millions
to the auxiliary agencies in this war
Is that they shall really be auxillaries
and speed the complete victory. We
denounce a new variety of religious
Institution whose glory is In Itself.
What we demand more and more s
that our epiritual forces truly show
“force, force without stint or lmit"
the spiritual urge that Is the deter-
mining power In any human engage-
ment. It is the only ralson d'étre of

All that

our churches' part In the criss 1. |,
not, therefore, a subtle and emug upg
pernicious concelt which our relig .
presa Is nurturing in its constituogey
In It not the old sacrosunct wickene..
that religlon Is ita own end? v,
wonder how the futhers and motler,
feel about it who are offering Upea
the altar of holy liberty their oftsprin.
thelr faces fresh with morning gy

thelr hearts as strong as stecl, :

This worese than Impotent bssinipes
must stop. Our leaders musy 1.
about the war and thelr pussion o
help win the war, and not alaiit ey
Jesus Christ In such wise as to divep
them from the duty which I8 summed
up in His own words, “The trith sha)
make you free." Make Him the (4.
tain, not the pletist.

In too many cases which come yg.
der our view, as we read the allogeq
religlous papers, the poliey of religion,
ists is to laud thelr own work., Wwa
have listened to speech afier spnos
by so-called rellglous leaders, ar we
have read thousands of editorinls ang
articles in the church papers, and only
once in a hundred timea does eliher
apeaker or writer go to the centre ang
squl of the buainess and utter a rlng.
ing challenge to win the wur for Gl
and Christ and mankind, They skir
around the edge of the principal en.
terprise, urging with fervor and trem.
ulous emphasis the well being of e
souls of the soldlers, and appealing
to the mentiment of affectiomate re.
liglonists instead of champloning the
herolam of great heartad moldlers. |
is all wrong, shamefully wrong, Iy
our portion of thls world every shraq
of our fibre Is dedicated to mnke he
whole world the very Kingdom of God
and His righteousness by means of
this war.

We are done with the implleit and
meanly adroit apologies in the reliz-
fous press about our part In the war
The Christian Register for one has
pressed and will continue to press tha
war with all its heart and soul, with
all its might and power. 1t helleves
its constituency loves llberty (vnuch-
sufed of God as a birthright) Infinite-
1y more than it shrinks from offering
the body to be slaln, Infinitely mura
than & fears death. The overwhelm-
ing opinlon of mankind Is that thas
war s the only way. We bhelieve it
is God's judgment. We waited with
the patience and perseverance of the
saints for another amd a betier wav.
By the guidance and power of the
Eternal God, the Almighty Capiain
of the hosts of unlversal brotherhond,
may we fllnch not and yleld not. We
| know one thing. We say ome thing.
| We suffer nothing that secratly dl-
verts or plously veneers {t, Thersa |s
nothing to our hand and soul now
!md for months to come but the con-
quest of a race lusting to wrest our
| freedom from us. Hear this, ve edi-
tors, and gird up the loins of Your
mind!

]

PAYING FOR THE WAR.

All Hands Wil Contribute to s Great
and Righteous Cause,

To Tie Eoitor or THe Sux—8ir: E
T. Beidford, chalrman of the Corn Prod-
ucts Hefining Company, expressed tha
opinion that the cost of the war should
be borne entirely by the present genera-
tlon and should be levied by direct taxa-
tion, leaving future generations exemut
and free of ull debit financial inherit-
ance emanating from the war, He be-
lleves that now lIs preeminently the
time to pay for our share In the war,
while the entire people are red hot with
anger tnd revenge for the crimes and
outrngeous insults of the Hohenszollerns
and Germans,

His psvehology on the latter point
is beyond eritlelsm, but many will dis-
agrea with Mr, Bedford in confining the
financial burden of the war to thoss
now living, who ars also obliged to
bedr other and more crushing losses,
As future generations have recelved a
legacy of unstained snd genuine democ-
racy, they should bs required to bear
some of the cost of the suving and safe-
guarding for them of this noble her-
itage of freemen, Moreover, a mod-
erats lmpost would unquestionably be
for thelr spiritual good. Too much pros.
perity Is not desirable, as [t Agually
leads to implous and insclent material-
tstn.  Everybody knowas the well known
lines upon the conduct of the devil when
he wa= sick and when he got well.

New York, August 3. T BEW.

POTATO SEED.

A Reformed Proofreader Tarned
Farmerette Produces It

To tne Borror of THe Sux—S§ir: On
reading a letter In Tus Bux entitled
“Potalo Seed,” mub heading, "A Call
for a Ileward of $1,000 Sald to Have
Been Offered Last Year' I want to
state that I have in my possession
three seed balls which 1 picked from
my potato plants to-day. The plants
were loaded with blossoms, and the pods
are from one plant,

When In businesa 1 was A proof-
reader, and as [ bave developed Into a
very sucressful farmerette, anl dis-
covered such a rare thing, 1 would like
vary much to get In touch with the
author of the award and “eall his
bluft,' ag 1 have the real thing and
not a promise of the seed ball

K. R L

RocuneLLs PARK, August 3

A Centle Lndiays Hint
Advertisement in Aurora Bulletin

Wil party who bhorrowed our wagon
without our knowledge please return same
ar we are nesding 117

Tor Ewuly & Duxien COMPANT.
“England’s Day"—And Oure,
Does any ana ask, In doubi, ar loving fear,

What day s “"England's day"'—that

shall eommand

A festival In her high honor plannesd?
Qo, auy that every day in all the year
Is henceforth hers—and ours—ito haold It

dear!
COreat motherland of this our meother-
land,
They do not nend 1o piedge. 1o give the
hand,
Whose aims are one, whoss kinshlp is we
nenr!
Yet, It ons day of all wers mads our
cholee,
Let it be that which saw, at Runny-
mede,

A grim King fix his seal upon a acrall

That changed a worid—gave the full civie
volee—

Gave right the judgment by one's prers
ta plead

Gave thes and thine. O England, a

New Boul!
Eprte M. TmoMas,

| THE GREAT LYNCHING.

Wil President Wilson Attack the

| Yote Lynchers of the South?”

To THE EpiTor oF THE SUN—Eir; Bine
the Presldent has condemned the lynct:
ing of persons, mob actiom as agalnst
the life of Amerlcan cltizeéns, why rot
| go further and as strongly condemn the
| lvnehing, »0 long perpetrated by tha
South in the aaddis democracy, of the
constitutional liberty of the politically
mob ruled in the disfranchised and
repressed Bouth?

Mob methoda of domination of grv-
ernment, government by a politieal
oligarchy, breed and Insplre and om-
bolden mob violence against persons;
while real democracy, & voles [n gove
ernment, ballot rights, ars tha on'y
safe guarantees of the citizen from iha
lawlessness and wvlolenca of the man
hunting mob,

The vote lynching mob la producthe
of the man Iynching mob., One s as
contemnptible ag the other. Around th«
ballot hinges und oentres everyihh
that Is sacred (o humanm rights ™
America.  Tha ballot s the solca 0
our American democracy.

The ballot s eazential in the =l tinn
of those who make and who riccuts
our lawa. Denlal of volea In goverr
ment, the represslon methods of 1/a
political oligarchy in tha Bouth v the
very rootl of the lynching pasiine !
the Bouth, Lynchera of the |[ferly
Kuarantees of the American
tion are equally as adept and ¢
in lynching persons. In no other r
tion of the Unitad States except !
section dominated by the Eouthern
garchy do we find this lynohlhe f
lot rights and thls continued !
of persons. ‘The Bouth in the s
democracy 18 both a brutal g0 !
Autocracy and mobocracy s the reash
why.

A vigorous repudiation by the rost f
the country of this system of po it/
repremalon mand of this mob 1 b
Fovernment In the Southern Eates I8
what, to ba effective of beneficls' re
wults, In needed. Volce in goven !
and that only, Is what will enatin the
repreared South to seve ltsel? ¢ b2 ]
lyncher.

Colored Americans will
prior to the 1912 Preaidantin!

eed

& delegation headed hy Hlsing v
was told by ths Democratle o
for Presldent that in the evert ° N8

electlon he would
citizens alike, &c
new Administration taken Lol
Ington than the poliry
Government employees was ndo 0!
Disfranchised Americans wart u
In government and they agy o
those who repress volee in gote
At home, who lynch the Aner
Atitution and American citipens
the case with the South In 1hc =
Demooratie party, are not to L
“us tha champlon of libarty «
ourselves or for the world '
us at all Informed know 1l
Southern Democracy s 1ot o
rpokesman  for demooracy 01!
home or abroad. To he econals
make the world safe for denocr
hour has struck to clean
home and the occaslon to Yee ’
houss cleaning s in the comirs
grenalonal election of 191%
Josmrn
New Yonk, August 3
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Wil Chewing Gum Be Spared®

To The EpiTor or Tk Fux
you think the restrictions on
of sugar for making candy W
chewing sum?® 11 {8 tn b Nore .
1t witl not, as it might Interfe-s '8
the eMciency of our cunduvtore!'=s

New Yonk, August 3. QuUIDNT N
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